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“For now, it’s important for us to remember what a blessing he was to the city.” 


Rep. Nancy Pelosi, House minority leader 


Thousands pay tribute 


Michael Macor / The Chronicle 


to mayor at City Hall 


By Sophie Haigney, 
J.K. Dineen 
and John Wildermuth 


Thousands of people, from 
street cleaners to famous poli- 
ticians, streamed into San 
Francisco City Hall on Friday 
and filed past the casket bear- 
ing the body of Mayor Ed Lee, 
many whispering prayers for 
the man whose unexpected 
death cast a pall over the city 
he led for six years. 

As a cellist from the San 


Lines around block 
as mournful crowd 
files past Lee’s casket 
to offer tears, prayers 


Memorial service 


A public memorial service is scheduled 
for Sunday. City Hall will open at 2 p.m., 
one hour before the service is to begin. 
Full coverage on sfchronicle.com. 


tra played somber tunes, 


City Hall rotunda around 8 
a.m. to pay respects to San 
Francisco's first Chinese 
American mayor, pausing 
briefly at the closed casket 
draped in an American flag. 


the Sheriff’s Department 
closed the line down. And 


The casket containing the body of Mayor Ed Lee lies in state in the rotunda of San Francisco City Hall. 


Mourners from all walks of life honored Lee, whose office door is seen on the floor directly above the casket. 


Francisco Symphony Orches- 


mourners began entering the 


They kept coming, hundreds 
every hour, until 7 p.m. when 


even then a hushed crowd of 
Mayor continues on A9 


Tax plan 
cruising 
toward 

easy OK 


Key GOP senators 
relent, end holdout 


By Carolyn Lochhead 


WASHINGTON — Republicans in 
Congress appeared to be cruising to 
easy passage of their proposed $1.5 
trillion tax overhaul after the lone Sen- 
ate Republican to oppose an earlier 
version said Friday he would support 
the plan when it comes up for a vote 
early next week. 

House and Senate votes on final 
passage are scheduled 


for Tuesday on a bill » Fallout: Tax 
that would transform bill could lead 
the taxation of U.S. to cuts in 
businesses and affect Medicare. A8 


every taxpayer and 

the national budget 

for decades — and 

hand President Trump the first major 
legislative victory of his presidency. 

Desperate to notch the win and 
largely united in their desire to cut 
business taxes, Republicans made a 
headlong, six-week sprint to get the bill 
to Trump’s desk before Christmas — 
and before losing an Alabama Senate 
seat to a newly elected Democrat that 
will shrink their majority in that house 
to 51-49 next year. 

The final version of the legislation, a 
1,101-page document made public late 
Friday, was negotiated by House and 

Taxes continues on A8 


Aquatic Park 
closed after 3 
animal attacks 


By Peter Fimrite 
and Steve Rubenstein 


That bracing morning dip in San 
Francisco Bay lost a bit of its allure 
Friday after a swimmer was bitten by 
what was reported as a sea lion at 
Aquatic Park — the second attack by a 
marine mammal in less than 24 hours 
and the third in a week. 

The bloody attack sent a chill 
through the plucky community of cold- 
water lovers and prompted the Nation- 
al Park Service to close the popular 
cove for swimming. 

The injured swimmer, identified as 
Rick Mulvihill, suffered a “severe bite” 
around 8 a.m. and was being treated at 
San Francisco General Hospital, said 
Lt. Jonathan Baxter of the San Francis- 
co Fire Department. 

“Tt hit him right here, close to the 
family jewels,” said Bob Roper, 79, 
pointing to the inside of his upper 
thigh. 

Roper and Mulvihill are both mem- 

Aquatic Park continues on A7 


Dry December 
brings drought 
back to mind 


By Kurtis Alexander 


Memories of perpetual blue sky and months 
on end without rain faded quickly after last 
winter’s drought-busting storms. But with a 
bone-dry December and a good chance of 
sunshine well into the New Year, many Cali- 
fornians are getting flashbacks. 

While it may be too soon to start talking 
drought again, water managers are frustrated 
to see the first month of the state’s peak rain 
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Tahoe. 


PG&E considers 
cutting power amid 
Bay Area fire risk 


By Jenna Lyons and David R. Baker 


As firefighters try to control destructive 
wildfires in Southern California, an exception- 
ally dry winter in the Bay Area has prompted 
forecasters to warn of ripe fire conditions over 
the weekend and the Pacific Gas and Electric 
Co. to consider the drastic move of cutting off 
power in some areas to guard against blazes. 

The National Weather Service upgraded a 
fire weather watch in the North Bay moun- 
tains and East Bay hills to a red flag warning 


season slip by with little precipitation. in sight, Jay This week, the widely watched U.S. — amore severe notice to be on alert for wild- 
Reservoirs have only just recovered from Liu walks Drought Monitor classified 44 percent of the fires. The warning, which was to go into effect 
the five dry years. Fields and forests are still Harry along | state as “abnormally dry,” and climate experts | at 10 p.m. Friday, will run through 10 a.m. 
bouncing back. And the giant aquifers beneath | the trails at warn that rain and snow are needed soon to Sunday. 
much of California, which were overpumped the Dough- protect large swaths from descending into the A combination of breezy conditions, dry air 
during recent water shortages, remain fright- erty Hills next category of “moderate drought.” and little rainfall in the region prompted the 
eningly low. Skiers, meanwhile, risk going open spacen The Bay Area has been so parched that the | notice, said Charles Bell, a meteorologist with 
another year without a white Christmas in Dublin. Weather continues on A8 Fires continues on A6 
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